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SUPRRME HEADCUARTHRS

Smp———— ALLIKD EXPEDITIONARY PORCE o o )
G~5 Division

8 May 1945
SUBJEGT: 88 loot and the Refchsbank.
T0 t GColonel B. Bernstein, Pinance Divieion, US Group CO.

Suspery und rocommendation

l. The Reichsbank appears to have soted as the personal agent
of Rimmler in converting 88 loot into orthodox financial assets.
The Bank cohoealed its activities by use of false names: the
loot was received for the acoount of an individual oalled MELMERY

ita value after assessnent was oredited to zhe acoount of
MAX HEILIGFR. Only about a dogen persons kmew these names.

2+ Alac impliocated in handling the loot are the Pinande Minister,
the Mint, the Reiloh Puwnohog. and the preoious metals fira "Deagussa”,
the latter assooiated with I.0,Farbden hrough certain agreements

and an important agency of the German “Zast Asia Consortium”,

3o It is planned to question Albert Thoms, chief of the Reichs-
bank Precious Metals Dept., in detail on the €014 oontrol boocks
due to arrive from Ragdeburg, for a full record of the Kelmer-
Heiliger transactions.

4. CC (USSR) might be approsched concerning search for and
exanination of the records of the Pawnshop in Borlinua*JfD%FmAs.

S, BSpeoial ?Ehnnoo Det. shaild4 make Degussa (Deutache Gold- und
Silber-3cheideanstalt) a specisl target in regard not only to 38
loot b§t 88 & very likely medium of evasion of Allied financial
controls. ',

o 83 1 at Merkers,

éhon %Eo W!ntcrnhzl AG salt aine at Nerkers, Germany, was found

by U3 forces on or about 12 April 1945, it ocontained not onlg a
014 hoard dut a epeoial pile of stuff identified b{ Albers Thoms,
ochief of the Bfooioua Metals Dept., Reiohsbank, Berlin, as 88 loot.
This loot ooneleted of 189 containers (suitcases, boxes, eto.) and
18 bags. The lot was oarefully piled in a corner of the oave,
ssparate from otier items, oocoupying an ares adbout 20 f4. by 30 f¢.

fach oontainer bdore a packing slip showing contents. Fach bore
8 _shipping tag of the sender: Deutsche Reichsbank, Hauptkasse,
(1) Berlin 0 111, Hach tag bore the name "¥elmer®, the nuader
assigned to the sultcase, box, package or bag, and the weight,

3jome guitcasces and boxes were wnired together. 3ome had aprung
opany others appeared to have been tamperesd with,
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About ha lie contalnery ware opansed on pril 1945 after
removal from the mine and further examination was made on
7 Yay 1945. Thay contuined every conceivadle kind of personal
;{ttclo 0of value and conniderable currenay. Here 13 a rough
'3 1}

oraanental asilvar--tprays, osudlestiokn, sto. (231 lbs of it
in one suitcase alons)

flat silver-«-knivas, forks, spoonws

Pasaover cu{o. ailver

£914 aad silver dental work‘ scima mel ted down (baga full)

watoh ocheaine «nd oases, 2012 and silver

olgurette aases, gold and silver, some wxith engraved nxmes,
some with name soratched out

powder puff cases

ellver thimbdles

opers glasses

speotacle frames .

rings, gold and silver wnd precious ntonc-—woddinf. sngagenenc,

n:ntvorcar,. sto.~=gtrung on atrings or
wires »
necXlsces and strings of beads~-diumond, pearl, eilver, gold
earrings
breacelets
_etiok pine
ocufflinks
tlareas ,

coine snd currerop of manyg nations and denosinationse-inolud-
ing 10 and 20 dollar gold pleces, silver pounds
sterling, U8 and British paper money, great
amounts of Folish ploty.

silk stookings

Case 71, for example, contained 1,336 bracelets of gold, silver and
laocquer. There were 2,656 gold watoh omses listed in one dox.
There were coins and currency totalling §50,300 Folish sloty in

4 suitoases. A box with a shipping tag dated 15 Seps 1944 1isted
600 pieces of table silver. Silver dental work weighing nearly

22 1bs were in one suitouse.

A suitoase of ornsmental silver hud the staxmp of the Danpig Main
RR station, 31 Mar 1%44. A couple of suitocases aotu-llg had what
looked like "88" written in red ponoil on an vutside labely one
of these contulined the 231 lbe of silver items noted ubove.

The 18 bags contained gold and eilver bdure.
-2-
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il. TFirst statsment g Albsrt Thoms

Albert Thous, ieiohabanksrat, chief of the Pracious Xetals Dog .
of the Heiohabark, was in charge of etoring the Relohsbank goléd
hoard and other valuables 1noluain$ this 88 loo¢ in the Winters-
hal valt xine at Kerkera., He was found attempting to got away
from the mine and taken into oustody. In his first {nterview

12 April 1945, he mada the following reference to the 88 lootd

“2he fLirat time xa hrought eoine and gold whioh took four
duye tc_unldad. The neoond shipment was unlomded in adbous two
days., The ollver csnd gold artioles in the cases osme from the
8§ Booromlo Nept, %e got orders %0 hold them hers bLeoause shey
were ia danger of dein dostro¥od by vombing. All the casoes in
one corner onite from the 39, think they osme from the East.
The Relchabank wap arpromsched on the matter of keeping the
artioles ia the auine,.*

111, Jecond ptotement by Albert Thoms
Thoms eladorated n little in his interview on 18 April 194%:

"Tae tosnl of precnious metals in Merkers was around
500,000,000 &M, perhaps more, not inocluding the §§ holdings
there. Thy deposit of &8 was kept only for last year. This is
as {nsiovetion. The stuff was turned over and the Relohsbank
Yook only the, waight of the contents from a soale. The contents
were ‘hwn putin bage and went to the municipal pawnchof. This
inetitution asde sn apprecistion of the value to the Relchadank
wtioh vsparted {t to the Retoh Finanoe Xinister.

*The pawh-nof alrendy had paid about 7,000,000 to 10,000,000
RM through the Relchndank-'to the Pinance Minister. Tae stuff in
Merkers wnn given to the Relohabank dut not yet pawned.,

"Reichsbank notes and foreign ourrency notes turned over by
tha {1 were bought directly by the Nelchstarnk at full valae.

"Thks pawnshop ecld the gold, gold toeth, ato. frox the 8O
abroad.® '

IV, Ihird ptatement by Albert Thoms

Arrangeaents to hase Thoma stay in Frunkfurt vers usdo oo he
rould be avoailable for quasticning in regard <o gold contrel
hooks vovering tho Merkers hoard. P gt Curils c¢oiducted several
interviave alone and on € Huy 1949 was joined v 2/5 Vaybur for
npnottioaquoltionlng on the %3 loot. Pollowing information was
obtained:

| x<fs
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oas reiracted nls utaltement of 18 April 19495 tnat this was an

“lanovation" of last year. A luck w4 his g£0ld control beoks now
in our hunds recslled to hia that the account bogan in 1942,

33 Brigade~Yulrer FIASK Uvleplhoned to Heichcbark Vice-Prus. PTHL.
88 Brigndo-ruhrcr ¥OLF was also involved in the arrangeaents.
feionabankdirextor RROMUXNEOKT of the Kassendegernent instruoded
Thoms to receive the deliveries. During the past two and 2 half
3:.:9 upwards ¢f 60 deiiveriuvs noers umade. Doliveriow voried in
8186,

‘o _Ryto PRV 4
oot vay recalvee sur tuo aovvwll of un individuul ovnlled KELXER,

Valuo of the 100¢ uftor asuevuaunt waw oredited to the aogount of
an individusl called MAX HEILIGKR. These names stood for 83 or
83 Rolohsfulirar Jiumler. Tuoes and 1iu oleiks were not sllowed
to wrlita “3U" du vhe Looku., The aaccounts are llstod suzevhat
11legibiy in tus gold control dooks we have und in those we awalt
from Mugdeburg; a rough compilation of "“Mulmer" entrios which
Thoms halped identify {s shown below under value of loot. Thome
aaid only five or aix persons in hic departzunt xnow tho AWdmrity
of theas acoounts.

How_Raj 1V
Xelpmer vaue as & private in ual with truok-lomds of suitoases,
boxes, paokages, dDugu, oto. Ho received a resolpt from Thoms or

2 clark for %She Ly tents of sach container. Onoce or twiae
he noted a oog:u asr stampe onzcntrationclngor'. Once sonme
2311iagk zlo0%; ¢ ln wrappura of the Baisgions Juak, « Thoms

howeves clalus to have regurdsd the ssuff as ordinary “booty" or
830d4le of wer frouw Jewa and olusr peoglon in the Ogcupied Zast.
Of conceatration camps he olaimed to have known only of Dachasu
end Orandanburg until Lis recent trip with you %o Buchenwald.

rdiaary a 00%y went %o lhe Helohahaupixasse, or Treasury)
cains and ourrenpy seiged by the Yehraaohs wars dought by the
Rsiohadbank. Iz the ocesa of 53 loot, however, the Bank Aandled
avarything, ccins and oarrency and personal doosy. 0old ard silver
bars xaxy mnd ourrsndy were bought by the Bank at rull value.

U tha prscicus astals for re-snelting aose, usvallg seall iteme
liks gold riags, went to the Xint ead wore cmalt;g. layrgsr itens
for re-smeltiing wenl mostly %o the 3Zsich pewnshop! the diggest
saaze of thade itann *as prodadly mesl ted by Depusas whioh paid

& highar prios for pracious metale for re-mmelting then the Mint,
4l vaxy the dlggest fim in the prestioue eatsle bivinees. 2ers

al thy battar jawsliy was eold ebrond instead of being anel ted,

dalzer's dalivaries thus went through tha Trecious Metals Deps.,

wers boufat b{ the Bank (b-r& and ourrency);/c¥ the annaiop‘&rMﬂraﬂﬂ_

(perscnsl Leoty) for, re-saleabrcad (some jowelry) ew-teo—tde- e
oo Legussa (larger ftems). Credit from all

theoe sales was transferred via Giro account to the Minister of
Finance for the Konto MAX HEILIOBER, {.e. the acoount of the 88.

1 wAueh bapt <l of Ao Roilobonk
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otal value of Relmer's OV or more deliveries should de aoccounted
for by the total amocunt already "oashed in" and orsdited o the
ssoount of Helliger, plus the value ¢f the unsorted loot found
in Kerkers. Thons eatimates very cautiously that the Xonto
Heiliger ran up to around 7,000,000 to 10,000,000 R¥. He eotim-
ates the Kerksrs loot at roughly half of all ¥elmer's 4eliveries.
It this loot rap at about the same value as 10te alresdy cashed
in, the totesl handled by the Dank would bhe datweer 14,000,000
and 20'°°°|°0° Mo

A compilation of "Kelmsr® entries in books now on hand shows only
the equivalent of 1,420,000 do0llora, broken down ss follows:

Roceived direat from Kelmers
, On hand 1 lar 45 20,823,2
Previously relsassed 390,864.8

Swelted by NDegusen (sll reloased) g;s,;ig,s
& 9 o 4

go;ulon'c Berlin premisan wern destroyed by bambing late in 1944.
Thoms belfaves the vaulte were not destroyed and important records
would huve besn kept there. DBerlin transectione were recorded
there and not at ths headquarters in Frankfurt.

Norizally Dosua‘p wae allotied 200 kilogrsas of gold a moanth by

the Xelichasdunk for industrial uses. Ia addition the firm was
2llowad to msintain o levge stook of gold-oThoms first eaid it
nalght hove been as high as 2,700 xtlogrems (6,000,000 RM), later
said {t was loss. Any surplus covar anslicipatsed nnadnu was <0 de
returned to the Heichsdank, 3took was for dental, chemiaal, photo~
%rnphio uses, eto. 8ince Auguet 1944 no gold has deen ellotted

or inlusiriel purposes, uvo that Dagussa’a etoak may be low,

Deguesa figures prominently in ¥stallgesellschaft reoords seiped
at the ocastle of the Luchess of Hesse. Fira was not only largest
in precious matals but aloo hmd agreementin with PFParden and Metald)
seelleovhatt for produaing gas nuaks and other itemg. After the
Oarman attank on Ruunia, Degusesu helped tranemit German meil to
Japan end USA; anil was flown {in ldalien plunes 20 Hio de Janeiro
for etempilog und postmarking ani thence dispatched, Degussa has
an office in Jhanghal which handles affolrs of the (orzen "Hass
Asin Conoortiunm®,

%%c sumg estimated by Thoms srpear an understistement for the

160t handled hp the lteichsbank asinoce 1942, Certainly thegy omnnot
begin to repreasnt the total sxient of the operations of the 88
"eoonomic depmrtasnt™ miaich for 12 years has diaposed of the
~pergonal and housohold valuables of miliiono ol rsajial and polit-
{cal viotins of the onloulated Hasi poliocy of extermination.,
3earch and identiflication of finanalul assets originating in 88
o;-rntion- im a vital objeotive of Allield polioy boncerned mith
elinination of German prodantory wmilitarism. DNestection will doudt-
leso be exgremely diffioult. A degin-ing oan de made with d ues
given by Thoms as t0 the role of the Reichsbank, the Finance Kinster,
the Mint, the Pawnshop and Digussa in the 38 finanaial operations.
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