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UBCABDLY

The Honerable
H, Freeman Matthews,

Neo,

Amesriean Ambassader,
S8teckholm,

8ir:
our

Refersnce is made te/despatch No, 221 ef May 12,

1948 fmem M ki X Renterd s  OREEFE SERE TS
the status of certain Belglan geld specified

in the Swedish Allled Agreement of July 18, 1946,

There 13 transmitted herewith a draft of the note
which yeu are -rdquested te dsliver teo the Swedish
Ministry of Fereign Affairs in reply te its afore—
mentisned nete, sinultanecusly with your Rritish and
Trench colleagues.

The enclesed draft was discussed with representa-
tives ef the Embassies eof Great Britain and France in
Vashingten., Oeples of the draft ars being ferwarded
by the aferementioned Embassies te their respective
Poreign Offices with the recsmmendatlien that thelir
Missions in Steokhelm de instructed to delliver similar
netes te the Swedish Fereign Office,

Very truly yours,
For the Secretary of State:

—
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DRAFT @F7/L

The United States Government hse glven consideration
to the llote of the Swedlish Royal Ministry for Fereign
Affairs dated Yay 4, 1948, in reply te the Unlted States
Gevernment Note Verbale of March 15, 1948, concerning
the delivery ef 7,155,32864 kilegrams of fine geld in
accordance with the obligatien undertaken hy the 3wedish
Gevernment in the Accerd ef July 18, 1946,

Paragraph 4(b) of the Accerd provides:

*On the basis of present evidence, subject

to further checking, it iz sassumed that the gold

the Swedlish Government h:is to restitute ameunts

to 7,155,32664 xilograms af fine geld, corraes-

ponding to the quantity of geld deriving frem

the Bank of Belgium which was aoquired the

Swedigh Riksbank and which is te be restituted

in accordsnce with the foregeing.*

It is noted that the Government ef Sweden conalders that
the precedurs of ldentification of the geld in cuestien
has net yet been completed and that the pesrtinent werk
censtitutes a complicated task ef leng duratien.

The United States Gevernmentshas been infermed by
the French Government that shortly after the signing eof
the Agcord, representstives of the Banque ds Francs and
the Bwedish Riksbank met to complste the ldentiflication
of this gold and that aince that time ne request for
further information has been received from the Swedish
Riksbank.

In vievw of the foregeing, sné the faot that the gold
in guestien wae subetantially ildentified st the time of
the signing of the accord, the United Utatee Gevernment

is unable
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18 unable to sgree that there csn be any substantial
task of 1dentificatien with respect to the Balglan gold
remaining to be performed,

The three Govermments would appreclate being advieed
at the esrliest possible mement cf any specific cuesticns
eoncerning the identification of the geld which have
remained unanswerasd in the epinion of the Government of
Sweden, While the three Jovernmente conrlder that the
identifieation of such g0ld hse already been completed
they are prepared to cooparata with the Government of
Sweden in such 2 vay 28 to eliminate any remsining
doubts as to the identlty of the gold involved in order
that 1ts delivery may be expedited,

<he fact that the gold in ruestion hes net hbeen
delivered during the period of almest two yssrs which
has elapsed since the signing of the sgeerd, hae
oocasiened an unfortun: te delay in the dietributien
by the Tripartite Gold Commissien of this gold te the
countries participating in the Gold Fool, Fer this
reasen th: United States Government snd the (Gevernments
of France zand the United Kingdem are mest anxious to
eliminate any cusestions whioh remain ns & posesible
hindrance to the earliest performance by the Governnment
of Sweden of its obligatione under the terme of the

Acocerd,

FN:OFFletcher/je
6/29/48

B
|
1
|

77T %0 VYN T T Ag
Eoy, g
()5 7 )L (‘:\}'7\/ A'“OL”r‘ ‘;;) ‘ I SIAHOUY IYNOLLYN FHL LV dIDNTCHDY

Q31ISSY103d




