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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No, 16 Ankara, January 13 , 1948
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 Subject: Note to the Turkish Ministry of
. Foreign Affairs on Looted Gold
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. ;‘ 7 \ I have the honor to refer o the Department's telegram-
5 " No. 708 of December 16, 1947, regarding the presentation to
£ \ the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs by the Embassy of a
f 3\ note on looted gold and to the Embassy's telegram No. 24 of
A U January 12, 1948, advising that on January 10, 1948, similar
notes on th:Ls subject were presented to the MJnJ.stry by the
American, British and French HEmbassies. A ccpy of the note
presented by this Embassy is enclosed herewith, together with
, :},he unofficial French translatlon thereof.
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oz o For the Ambassador
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Enclosure No, 1 to Despatch No. 16 dated January 13, 1948,
subject: "Note to the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs on
Looted Gold", Ankara, Turkey.

No, 2131 - . inkara, January 10, 1948

The Embassy of the United States of America presents.its compli-.
ments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of. Turkey
and has the honour to refer to the Ministry's Note No. 97575-139 of
August 15, 1947 ‘and the Embassy's Note No. 1667 of August 12, 1947,
delivered to the Ministry in concert with the Embassies of the
United Kingdom and of France, inwhich reference was made to the
restitution to its owners of looted property, including monetary gold,

The principle of restitution of looted property is set forth in
Resolution VI of the Conference of Bretton Woods and the acceptance
of that principle by the Government of Turkey rests upon the unity
of Turkey with the United Nations and its membership in the World
Bank as much as upon assurances given by the Ministry to the Embassy
of the United States and the Bmbassies of the United Kingdom and
France., The Bubassy of the United States, therefore, upon instruc-
tions from the Department of State, has the honour to suggest that
consideration should be given by the Government ‘of Turkey as soon as
possible to the carrying out of the spirit and terms of that Resolu-
tion in relation to the monetary gold which, according to informa-
tion in the hands of the Government of the United States, came into
the possession of the Central Bank of the Republic of Turkey and is
looted gold of which certain of the occupied countries in furope
were despoiled by Germany.

On behalf of Belgium, the primary victim of German spoliation
in the matter of monetary gold, the Government of the United States
in association with the Governments of the United Kingdom and France
has evidence that there has come into the possession of the said
Central Bank 249 bars of gold. They would wish also to see enquiries
made into the nature, and subsequent history, of some 32,000 coins
and 243 kilos of gold ingots (mainly monetary gold of the Latin Union
or gold bars which demonstrably were minded from such coin) delivered
to the Turkish authorities by Swiss officials who then had charge of
German affairs.

i

fhe Ministry will recall that in July last, during the conver- -
sations which were held in Ankara between representatives of the
Government of Turkey on one hand and of the Governments of the United
Kingdom, United States of America and France on the other, the request
was made that the Turkish Government exchange information with the
other Governments on gold acquired by it from Germany from 1940 to
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The Embassy wishes now to suggest, on behalf of the riations
despoiled of monetary gold, that action should be taken to restore
the 249 bars of gold (or the gold equivalent thereof) known from
an examination of German records to have been looted from the Belgian
National Bank and of any additional looted gold acquired by the Cen-
tral Bank of the Republic.,

The Government of the United States proposes therefore that there
be a conference of representatives of Turkey, France, the United King-
dom and the United States for the purpose of determining the amount
of additional looted monetary gold subject to restitution,




