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My dear Genesral Clay:

Following our meeting this morning, [ have looked into our correspondence
file and am happy to send you excerpts from three (3) letters bearing upon the
problem of the disposition of Jewish bools. The first two (2) letters were
addressad to Dr. H. 1. Lydenberg who has just returned home Irom duty with
this llission and who was especially charged with linison with our British
colleagues, T quote firsl from a lebiler 4o Dr. Lydenberg dated 17 ifay 1946
Lfrom Dr. Jean Thomas, Deputy Hxecutive Sacratary of the Preparatory Commission

of UNESSO:

"At the end of 1945, a propuss! was made to us through Count Rewentlow,
Danish liinister in London and iir. ©. . ALGAATRD, Danish delegate to UNESCO,
that we 'should support the cstablishinent »f a world Jewish Library in Copennagen
fomed oul of the many thousands of valuable Jevish bodks which have been found

in German occupied territory and vhich camiot be returned to their previous on
ovners, o

"Later this scheme was further endorssd by the Danish Library Authogties
who declared their willineness to defray all workine expenses and provosed also
that it siould be maintained by the Royal Library in Copznhagen, if possibla
under UHESCO auspices, '

"Tie Ireparatory Comdssion of UNESCO has not met to consider this proposal
and I cannot sgy, thereforc, that it hss our approval but all the pesrsons hers
who have considered it agree thot Lhe scheme hes many merits and is one vihich
the Preparntory. Comaission shoul:d be cneouracsd to consider at the first possible
moment,

e nhave been dismuyed 1o hear, in the last Cew days, Lrom Dr. Schmidt-
riilseldeck, Librarian of the foyal library, Copenhagen, in = letler a copy of
vihich T enclose, thal there is a pick of many ol the books with no rightlul
owners being Lransf{zrred to Palestine before Lne Danish Scheme has been discussed,

"These are avactly the books which woull form the nucleus of the Conenhacen
collection,

LU vioudai b osh vesrettable i the schimus would e irejudeed by the actusl
removal of ans beoks or by perniscion being civen for their eventual removal

onen wroperly (daba e o

until. thr serioun 20, Soucrous pwopons b Tpern Deypngels as

FE PPN R e SN A NN P SN

*

R-



. ‘A" ‘econd letter addressed to Dr.A Lydenberg dabedw2_

by Edward J. Carter, Counsellor for lerames }“a}nc'l;‘w'

: reads in part as- follows‘ R ‘_ ”“ e
S "Smce I communlcated w1th you last and’ also .51nce‘ correspondence you

_\,,had:vux hiProfessor: J. Thomas, with regard to the Jewis lerary "in;‘Copenha g :

we have had a meeting of the lerar'i,es,.-,Coni;;ctee; ‘oi‘xrfhei:Pj:'epa'rdtS??‘:Co"

2.

when one :0f i theothings? whi ch recerved dei‘mlte.nsupportt;was‘«affprb
:1UNESCO - should, establish an"Intem tioml .Clearing:Houseafs B pub éi‘t:&:
.Tmax.»begable *nd tsonly 18" contlnue he wor,k of vthe.;Inte r=A1{aqtB SokTCéntr #in
i ;pndon,L which .closes down"a't th 9L s iyeariand’ off tthe “'-*Aig"*f"’i "o ¢

entrs butanllialss ‘b WBTe *’to“,’se,rve as aycollectingeant faik ir 1b 'S off

.f nxmater.lal dn:sc'o“veredmién( _ Mp o w S gy “arv eI
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o TREEN0on 12 June l9hé Mr. Verner W. Clapp, Dlrector of the Acqulsn.tn_on
Department of the lerary oi‘ Congress, wrotewto‘,me*,as Foldows oy
_ <o “‘f 4‘.‘ “‘-.l‘* t‘“'z'.‘:«x 4l - ‘«I’}LL“J M‘.‘Qha'{(’ t
Tanich «!'Disposition: of- Jem b BOOkS 1n Offenbach Disposal Ceirtapr .
cqnsulted'>w1th Prof. Bar% and, other, representativess ofpthef.Comzi!ff:‘s'gloﬁ”’ép. :
‘E“_‘gpean +Jowish "Cul tural” Recongtruc’tq.on.~ ,\Ourspos:;tn,on vfith"reg"i‘dx?{dvtht ée
iPooks-is. ad previousIy stated ™ Wa w4 11 not touch. them (61
,resldu,e of them) unless requssted to do so through offn.cla '»;“*'
d n een u L LnrEry
p0331b%i’77_1:s;po:i1“tlo tnigtmhﬂa‘s b d1§c 1S & _z “"I" Yiﬁ'ii?i@
Fho deelamd "(a): Edch ‘of Hthe’ four o ‘
p«,‘v :+.Control ‘Council Decisidn) "of- unrestltuted res1dues i
;W:L‘thln 1its: Zone, flnal dlsp051tlon tO‘ be . made"'b
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LT e "(‘b)"'Ihe natibnal"llbrary, ln ea ge: 3
wnd T,cdewishrinterests: and plan 2% d;.str:,*putlon, sorj; and‘léata]ﬁ ag
:{‘-::".C:. . "'ﬁ" \f.}n..x Pavw doG 0 s et ‘., an r»w*"u“" -ﬁ;:: LD‘;“&
Svm Eodpari (e ) (BaFora distrlbdtlon is effected, anyf bogké
s '(,.comlng from a particular. country (Pbland Russia
not identifiable as derlv:Lng from
ﬂoffered ”to thgt country ‘" s
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ahich L. -hopev that these excerpts w111 be;-of some a:Ld; 'to'
'baclgground of ‘the iproblem, -~ -+
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lerary of Congress Mlss. on
~ Lieutenant General Lucius D, Clay -

Director, Office of Mili tary Government (US)
APO 7Th2, U. S. Army




